[Hepatology: yesterday, today and (maybe) tomorrow].
Hepatology was born as a separate medical specialty around the fifties of the last century, its importance progressively grows because of the severity and high prevalence of the liver diseases. The net balance of 50 years of hepatology is definitely positive: prevention (e.g. the fall of post-transfusion HB and HC virus infections), diagnosis and better treatments have achieved better survival and quality of life in liver disease. However, deviations, errors and obsolescence of once highly credited judgements and treatments have occurred, as in any other area of medicine. This review looks back at the main pieces of the progress, and reports some previous errors and inappropriate treatments, speculating on their possible reasons.